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FOR AN ACT relating to postsecondary education; to anend section

85-1412, Revised Statutes Cunulative Supplenent, 2006; to
adopt the Access College Early Scholarship Program Act; to
elimnate the Community Schol arship Foundation Program Act;
to harnoni ze provisions; to repeal the original section; and
to outright repeal sections 85-2001, 85-2002, 85-2003,
85- 2004, 85-2005, 85-2006, 85-2007, 85-2008, 85-2009, and

85- 2010, Revised Statutes Cunulative Supplenent, 2006.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 85-1412, Revised Statutes Cunulative
Suppl enent, 2006, is anended to read:

85-1412. The commission shall have the follow ng additional
powers and duti es:

(1) Conduct surveys and studies as may be necessary to
undertake the coordination function of the comrssion pursuant to
section 85-1403 and request information from governing boards and
appropriate adm nistrators of public institutions and ot her
governnental agencies for research projects. Al public institutions
and governnental agencies receiving state funds shall conply wth
reasonabl e requests for information under this subdivision. Public
institutions may conply wth such requests pursuant to section
85- 1417,

(2) Recormend to the Legislature and the CGovernor
legislation it deenms necessary or appropriate to inprove postsecondary
education in Nebraska and any other legislation it deens appropriate
to change the role and mission provisions in sections 85-917 to
85-966. 01;

(3) Establish any advisory commttees as may be necessary to
undertake the coordination function of the comrssion pursuant to
section 85-1403 or to solicit input from affected parties such as
students, faculty, governing boards, adnmnistrators of the public
institutions, adnministrators of the private nonprofit institutions of
post secondary education and proprietary institutions in the state, and
community and business |eaders regarding the coordination function of
t he conmi ssi on;

(4) Participate in or designate an enpl oyee or enployees to
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participate in any conmmttee which nay be created to prepare a
coordinated plan for the delivery of educational prograns and services
i n Nebraska through the tel ecomuni cations system

(5) Seek a close liaison with the State Board of Education
and the State Department of Education in recognition of the need for
close coordination of activities between elementary and secondary
educati on and postsecondary education

(6) Administer the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
System or other information system or systenms to provide the
commission with tinely, conprehensive, and neaningful infornmation
pertinent to the exercise of its duties. The information system shal
be designed to provide conparable data on each public institution. The
commission shall also admnister the wuniform information system
prescribed in sections 85-1421 to 85-1427 known as the Nebraska
Educat i onal Data System Public institutions shall supply the
appropriate data for the information system or systens required by the
conmi ssi on;

(7) Adm ni st er t he Communi-tyy—Scholarship— Foundation

Access College Farly Scholarship Program Act and the Nebraska

Schol arshi p Act;

(8) Accept and administer |oans, grants, and prograns from
the federal or state government and from other sources, public and
private, for carrying out any of its functions, including the
adm nistration of privately endowed schol arship progranms. Such | oans
and grants shall not be expended for any other purposes than those for
which the loans and grants were provided. The conmission shal

deternmine eligibility for such loans, grants, and prograns, and such
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loans and grants shall not be expended unless approved by the
Cover nor;

(9) Consistent with section 85-1620, approve, in a tinely
manner, new baccal aureate degree prograns to be offered at private
postsecondary career schools as defined in section 85-1603. The
commi ssion may charge a reasonable fee based on its admnistrative
costs for authorizations pursuant to this subdivision and section
85-1620. The conmmission shall report such action to the Conmi ssioner
of Educati on;

(10) Pursuant to sections 85-1101 to 85-1104, authorize
out-of-state institutions of higher or postsecondary education to
of fer courses or degree prograns in this state;

(11) Pursuant to sections 85-1105 to 85-1111, approve or
di sapprove petitions to establish new private colleges in this state

(12) On or before Decenber 1, 2000, and on or before
Decenber 1 every two years thereafter, submt to the Legislature and
the Governor a report of its objectives and activities and any new
private colleges in Nebraska and the inplenentation of any
recomendations of the commission for the preceding two cal endar
years;

(13) Provide staff support for interstate compacts on
post secondary education; and

(14) Request inclusion of the commission in any existing
grant review process and i nformati on system

Sec. 2. Sections 2 to 7 of this act shall be known and nmy

be cited as the Access College Early Scholarship Program Act.

Sec. 3. For pur poses of the Access Col | eqge Early
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Schol arshi p Program Act:

(1) Commission nmeans the Coordinating Conmmission for

Post secondary Educati on;

(2) Extrenme hardship nmeans any event including fire,

illness, accident, or job loss that has recently resulted in a

significant financial difficulty for a high school student and his or

her family;

(3) Postsecondary educational institution neans a two-year

or four-year college or university in Nebraska which is a nenber

institution of an accrediting body recognized by the United States

Departnent of Education: and

(4) Resi dent neans a per son neeting t he resi dency

requi renents of section 85-502.

Sec. 4. The Access College Early Scholarship Program is

established. The purpose of the program is to provide financial

assistance to lowincone high school students who are taking courses

for credit at a postsecondary educational institution while still

enrolled in high school. The program shall be adnministered by the

conmi_Ssi on.

Sec. 5. (1) A high school student is eligible for the

Access College Early Scholarship Program if such student or a nenber

of hi s or her i medi at e fam ly is eligible to receive:

(a) Supplenental Security |ncone;

(b) Food stanps:;

(c) Free or reduced-price lunches wunder United States

Departnent of Adriculture child nutrition prograns;

(d) Ai d to famlies with dependent chil dren; or
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(e) Assistance wunder the Special Supplenental Nutrition

Program for Wonen. Infants, and Children; or

(2) The student or famly nmenber has experienced an extrene

hardship as defined in section 3 of this act.

Sec. 6. (1) An applicant for the Access College Early

Schol arship Program shall conplete an application form provided by the

conmmi ssion and attach a billing statenent from the postsecondary

educational institution and shall forward the form and statenment to

his or her quidance counselor. The gquidance counselor shall verify

the student's eliqgibility under the Access College Early Scholarship

Program Act and shall forward the information to the conmission for

revi ew.

(2) The conmission shall review the application and verify

the student's eligibility under the act. The scholarship award shall

equal the tuition and fees accrued by the student from the

post secondary educational institution. The commission shall forward

such anpunt directly to the postsecondary educational institution as

paynent of such student's tuition and fees.

(3) The commission shall nmke such paynents in the order
the applications are received by the commission wuntil funds are
i nadequate to fulfill any remaining schol arships.

(4) There is no limt on the nunber of scholarships a

student may receive under the act.

Sec. 7. The commission nay adopt and pronulgate rules and

requlations to carry out the Access College Early Schol arship Program

Act .

Sec. 8. Ori gi nal section 85-1412, Revi sed St at ut es
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1 Cumul ati ve Suppl enent, 2006, is repeal ed.

2 Sec. 9. The following sections are outright repealed:
3 Sections 85-2001, 85-2002, 85-2003, 85-2004, 85-2005, 85-2006,
4 85- 2007, 85-2008, 85-2009, and 85-2010, Revised Statutes Cunulative
5 Suppl enment, 2006.



